How to Determine Your Soil Type

Determining what type of soil you have in your garden can be done with a glass jar with
a lid, some water, and a sample of your soil. When soil particles separate you can see a
mixture of the main soil types: sand, silt and clay.

A well balanced soil (also called Loam) will have an almost even balance between the
three particles. If your soil has more clay or more sand you can help your plants by
learning the best watering and treatment methods for your particular soil!

IDENTIFY YOUR

SOIL TYPE
the jar test

0 Fill a clear glass jar halfway
with your soil sample.

@ Fill the remaining half with
water, leaving 1" of air.

jar vigorously until you have

eAttach lid, then shake the
broken up any clumps of soil.

eSet the jar aside to rest,
undisturbed, overnight.

After 24 hours your jar’s contents will
have settled into distinct layers:

m SILT CLAY

By examining the proportions of these layers, you can
gam a sense of what type of soil you have, and what you
need to add to improve your soil. Here are some examples
to use for comparison. The middle jar is ideal soil:

25% clay 30% clay 50% clay
25% silt 40% silt 25% silt
50% sand 30% sand 25% sand



