Monks Risborough

Church of England Primary School

‘A school family where everyone thrives in every way.

Handwriting Policy

To enable children to write clearly and neatly in order to communicate meaning effectively. To write legibly
in both joined and printed styles with increasing fluency and speed by:

Having a correct, tripod or quadropod pencil grip

Knowing that all printed letters start from the top, except d and e which start in the middle
and that when joining (cursive script) all letters start on the line.

Forming all letters correctly

Knowing the size and orientation of letters

Implementation

Teaching of Handwriting

Handwriting is taught in accordance with the Read, Write Inc scheme of work.

In EYFS, letter formation is taught daily, during phonics sessions.

In KS1, stand-alone handwriting lessons take place twice a week, outside of English lessons. Handwriting is
modelled and corrected daily, during phonics sessions.

In KS2, stand-alone handwriting lessons take place twice a week, outside of English lessons.

Teaching must meet the needs of the individual. Depending on the children’s progression of skills,
this may be differentiated according to stage and if necessary, additional support put in place.

Pencil Grip and Posture

Intervention such as Dough Disco or Funky Fingers are used to support children’s fine motor skills for
holding a pencil and writing. Expectation is for all children to have developed a tripod grip by the end of
Year One. Free hands should be used to steady the paper/book.

1—11/2 years 2—3 years 31/2—4 years 4 1/2—7 years
Cylindrical Grasp Digital Grasp Modified Tripod Grasp Tripod Grasp




The correct position for handwriting is taught from EYFS. During handwriting lessons, all children are
seated at tables. We say the rhyme in KS1: 1, 2, 3, 4, both my feet flat on the floor, 5, 6, 7, 8, chairs

tucked in, sitting up straight.

Paper

Handwriting should be recorded in the children’s writing books.

EYFS and early writers will use unlined paper — as soon as the children can control the sizeof their

letter formation, wide lined paper can be introduced.

Year One children will use 15mm sized lined paper.

Year Two children will use 10 mm sized lined paper.

KS2 will use 8mm sized lined paper.

Progression of skills across RWi groups:

Stage 2

Stage 1
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Stage 3

[1a] Children practice correct letter
formation

I

Children learn a mature styleof
handwriting for the following
letters:ad go cquyb p, that
will lead to joined-up writing.

Children learn the two basic
joins: the arm join (diagonal)
and the washing line join
(horizontal) and the two
variables for each join.

[1b] Children learn where to place
the letters on the writingline.




Progression of sRills across EYFS, KS1 and KS2:

Foundation Stage

Stage 1a

During Foundation Stage children are encouraged to develop fine and gross motor skills. They have access
to equipment to make marks with, including: chalks, large paint brushes and shavingfoam. They use a
range of mark making tools such as pencils, crayons and markers with confidence and enjoyment.

Children learn correct letter formation using the same picture mnemonics they have alreadylearnt
through Speed Sounds.

They use a pencil and hold it effectively to form recognisable letters. Instant

feedback is given when errors in pencil grip or formation are seen.
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Children write on plain paper.
Children are taught the correct position and signal for handwriting.

Children are introduced to reading words with capital letters in Ditty books and beyond. Theylearn how to
write the correct capital letter for their own name and some of their friends.

Lowercase letters written alongside the equivalent capital letters are displayed both inside andoutside the
classroom.

In handwriting sessions, letters are taught in groups:

‘around’ letters: c @ 0 d g q

‘down’ letters: Lt b p Rk h I jmnruy
‘curly’ letters: e f s

‘zig zag’ letters: v w z x

By the Summer term, some children will be accessing Stage 1b (see below).
Year One

Stage 1b

Once children can form the letters correctly, they learn how to place the letters on the line.

Picture mnemonics help children to visualise the size and placement.

Correct formation of capital letters are taught as part of twice weekly handwriting session. Lowercase letters

written alongside the equivalent capital letters are clearly displayed in theclassroom.

Children are taught how to form digits 0-9 using the Communication4all rhymes.Children write
on wide-lined paper.

Children use handwriting position and signal.

Children understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ and practise these:

Some small letters are called ‘boat letters: aceimnorsuvwxz.
Letters that are written below the line are called ‘water letters: g j p q y.
Tall letters are called ‘sun letters: bd h k L t f.

Explain that:

Some letters are the same size as the boat and are called ‘boat letters: aceimnors uvw x z.
Some letters go below the water line and are called ‘water letters: g j p q y.
Some letters are as tall as the sun and are called ‘sun letters: b d h k L(f and t are just alittle bit

smaller).



Some children will access Stage 2 by the Summer Term (see below)
Year Two
Stage 2

At the start of the year pupils should be able to form individual letters correctly. Teachers shouldplan
opportunities to revisit, practise and review to establish good habits from the start.

Explain to children that they are going to use new characters to help them develop a grown-upstyle of
writing that will lead to joined-up writing. New pictures will help them to visualise thenew shapes.

Children to use handwriting position and signal.

Use of capital letters consistent and corrected during purple pen sessions.

Introduce the formation family: six sisters, two uncles and their two pets.

The six sisters — Annie, Dina, Gabi, Olivia, Carina and Queenie — all look the same. Their mother
tells them that they must all have a different haircut so people can tell them apart!

The uncles — Uncle Umberto and Uncle Yaseen — look just like the sisters, except they arebald on
the top of their heads.



End of Year Two and into Years Three and Four

Stage 3

Children should be using joined, cursive handwriting throughout all independent writing. Handwriting is
taught with the aim of increasing the fluency with which pupils are able to writedown what they want to

say.
Children to use handwriting position and signal.

Explain to children that there are two basic joins

The arm join (diagonal)
The washing line join (horizontal)

The arm join has three variations:

arm to boat

arm to sun N z



arm to sister

Te

The washing line join has three variations:

washing line to boat

W1

washing line to sun A _'-

washing line to sister \ A~

Years Five and Six

Children continue to revise Stage 3, showing fluency in the two basic joins to ensure they maintain

legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed, by the end of key stage 2, asstated in the National
Curriculum.

In upper key stage 2, once children can demonstrate a mature and consistent style in handwriting, children
can move to using a handwriting pen with the expectation that all children should be using pen and showing
fluency and legibility in joined writing by the end of year 6.



